
 
 

2019 NATIONAL FORUM TO ADVANCE RURAL EDUCATION 

CALL FOR GRADUATE STUDENT SUBMISSIONS 

Louisville, KY · Thursday, October 24-Saturday, October 26 

Co-Hosted by the National Rural Education Association and Battelle for Kids 

 
I. About the Event 

For most rural school districts in this country, collaboration is not a choice, it is a necessity. Collaboration                  

elevates the voice of rural districts and empowers isolated educators, administrators, and students. To              

make 21st century learning a reality for rural students, we must lead together. In this spirit, Battelle for                  

Kids and the National Rural Education Association (NREA) will host the 2019 National Forum to Advance 

Rural Education and 111th NREA Convention and Research Symposium. 

 

At this annual event, a diverse community of national experts, K–12 and higher education practitioners,               

leading researchers, policymakers, and philanthropic leaders come together to learn, collaborate, and lead             

21st century learning in rural schools. By leading together, we can help communities innovate and               

leverage local assets to create meaningful learning experiences for rural students.  

 

II. Theme 

At the 2019 National Forum to Advance Rural Education, presenters have an opportunity to inspire and                

impact rural education leaders and practitioners by sharing their research, stories, resources, and ideas.              

This year’s event theme is Leading Rural Together, which will focus on collaborating and developing               

local solutions that are sustainable in rural schools and communities. The following are suggested              

presentation topics around our three event strands: Envision, Empower, and Engage.  

   

III. Call for Proposals 

On behalf of the NREA’s Graduate Student Forum, we would like to extend an invitation to current                 

graduate students to take advantage of a unique opportunity to present their research--either completed              

or in-progress--at roundtable sessions during the National Forum to Advance Rural Education.            

Roundtable sessions provide small group settings for presenting research, best practices, and innovative             

or promising examples from case studies; encourage discussion and dialogue in a more intimate setting;               

and provide graduate students with opportunities for networking and collaboration with rural education             

scholars and practitioners from across the country and world.  

 

IV. Presentation Guidelines 

● Structure of Sessions: Roundtables are 30-minute discussion-based presentations that         

typically include 15 minutes of presentation followed by 15 minutes of discussion and feedback.              

Roundtable sessions will take place concurrently, and we expect that there will be 8-10 attendees               

at each table. 

● Preparation for Sessions: Although traditional roundtables rely heavily on discussion,          

presenters should still thoroughly develop the presentation portion of their session until they are              

comfortable sharing their thoughts and ideas with eager and enthusiastic attendees.  
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○ Audio-Visual Aids/Handouts: Because of the structure of roundtable sessions,         

presenters will not have access to traditional audio-visual aids. Therefore, each presenter            

should bring at least 15 printed copies of all materials to share with session attendees.               

Presenters should include their contact information on the first page of their handout so              

as to encourage follow-up and networking. 

○ Language: Remember that attendees come from a wide variety of fields, so please             

refrain from using any “insider” language or acronyms as the audience may not be              

familiar with the same jargon. 

○ Questions: Presenters should prepare questions to pose to others at the table in order to               

learn from and with those attending their session.  

 

V. Proposal Submission and Selection 

● Online Proposal Submission:  

Submit your proposal online at https://goo.gl/forms/yhEuRB5YeHR3w4uo1. Completed       

proposals must be submitted by May 15, 2019.  
○ Prospective presenters will be asked to provide the following information during the            

online submission process: 

■ Provide a compelling title as you would like it to appear in the event program (10                

words or less). Remember to avoid abbreviations and acronyms, and keep in            

mind that your title should connect your proposal to the forum’s theme. 

■ Provide a clear, concise abstract (75 or 100 words) detailing the relevance and             

significance of your topic to the field of rural education. 

■ Provide a brief summary of your research (500 words or less). 

■ Explain how you will engage participants during your session. 

● Proposal Selection: The primary proposal contact will receive an e-mail notification regarding            

acceptance status by July 1, 2019, along with information on next steps if the proposal is                

accepted. Proposals will be reviewed and selected based on the following criteria: 

○ Relevance—is the topic relevant to rural education? 

○ Engagement—will the session promote meaningful engagement with attendees? 

○ Innovation—does the session present fresh ideas or resources? 

○ Implementation—will the session topic and resources help implementation of 21st          

century learning in rural communities?  

● Presenter Registration: If accepted, up to two graduate student presenters will receive a             

discounted registration rate of $200/graduate student. Registration will be required for           

acceptance. All roundtable sessions will take place on Friday, October 25, 2019.  

 

VI. Additional Information  

● 2019 National Forum to Advance Rural Education 

● NREA 

● Battelle for Kids 

● NREA Graduate Student Forum: For more information about the NREA Graduate Student            

Forum, join our Facebook group or contact us at ruraledgrad@gmail.com  

○ Carrie Blixt-Diaz, Graduate Student Forum Coordinator 
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